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MALCOLM GODFREY HOLT 

Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [12.58 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge the foresight and efforts of State Emergency 
Services’ volunteer Malcolm Godfrey Holt of Kalbarri, known as Mac. Mac is an engineer by training and he and 
his wife, Chris, retired to Kalbarri 11 years ago. Immediately, Mac got involved with the State Emergency Service 
in Kalbarri as a volunteer, assisting the group with communications and logistics. 

Kalbarri National Park is popular with tourists who come to view the inland gorges in the vicinity of The Loop, 
Z Bend and Nature’s Window, about 40 kilometres from town. Last year there were 400 000 visitors to the park. 
There is little shade and those taking to its hiking trails do not always fully understand the risks associated with 
dehydration and heatstroke in the warmer months. Having been involved in many rescues in this area, Mac could 
see that mobile coverage at this tourist hotspot was imperative for those needing to raise the alarm in an emergency. 
He campaigned relentlessly for a mobile tower for several years, initially as deputy manager of the Kalbarri SES 
and then during his four-year term as a councillor with the Shire of Northampton. Mac’s tireless efforts were 
successful, initially with the installation of a fixed emergency phone, and in December a mobile phone tower was 
erected in the Kalbarri National Park. Devastatingly, Mac has suffered a number of strokes over the past three 
years and he is very ill. In recognition of his tireless work to get mobile coverage at the most popular attractions 
in the national park, the mobile phone tower has been named in his honour. This is the first time in Australia that 
a mobile tower has taken the name of a community member and it is entirely fitting. I would like to convey my 
best wishes to Mac and his family, and formally thank him for his positive contribution to many different projects 
in the community of Kalbarri. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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